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The  population   living   on  farms   in 
rural  areas  of  the  United   States;  aver- 
aged 9,712,000  in   the   12   months  centered 
on  April  197U  (table  1).  1/    The  indicated 
decline  of  595,000  since   1969   represents 
a  further  continuation  of  the  longtime 
downward  trend   in   the   number  of   farm 
residents.   Since  1960,   when   tl^re  were 
15,b35,OUU  persons   in   the   farm   popula- 
tion, the  number  has  declined   about   6 
million  —  at  an  average  rate  of  4. 8. per- 
cent annually. 


1_/   The  figure   is   an   annual   average 
computed   by  using   quarterly   data   for 
the   year  centered  on  the  April   date  for 
whicli  the  estimate  is  prepared. 


Between  April  1969   and   April  1970, 
there  was  a  6.2-percent   net   loss  to  the 
farm  population  of  642,000  through  migra- 
tion  and   cessation  of  farming.   This 
loss  was  somewhat  offset  by  the  occurrence 
of  47,000  more  births   than  deaths   to 
farm  people  during  the  year. 

As  the  estimates  of  change  in  farm 
population   from   one   year   to  another 
fluctuate  in  part  because  of  sampling 
variation,   averages   for  a  period   of 
years  are  deemed  more  reliable.   Annual 
averages  for  1960-65  and  1965-70   indi- 
cate that   there  has  been   little   change 
during  the  decade   in  the   average   rate 
of  population   loss   through  migration 
and  reclassification  (5.7  vs.  5.5  percent) 
However,   the  average  number  of  migrants 


Table  1. — Estimates  of  farm  population  and  components  of  farm  population 

change,  United  States,  April  1969-70  and  annual  averages, 

April  1960-65  and  1965-70  1/ 


Farm  population  and  components  of  change 


1969-70 


Annual  averages 


1965-70 


1960-65 


Farm  population,  April  1969 

Natural  increase 

iii  rthi '..... 

Deaths 

Net  change  through  migration  and 

reclassification  of  residence  2/ 
varm  population,  April  1970 

Annual  rate  of  net  migration  3/ .  .. . 


10,307 

47 

148 

-101 

■  -642 
.  9,712 


-Thou, 

65 

171 

-10b 

-594 

-Pct.- 


139 
272 
■133 

-794 


-5.5 


-5.7 


_1/   Figures  are  rounded  to  the  nearest  thousand  without  being  adjusted  to  group 

totals . 
Z/   Includes  persons  who  did  not  move  but  who  were  in  or  out  of  the  farm  population 

because  agricultural  operations  on  the  places  where  they  were  living  either 

ceased  or  were  begun. 
3/   Based  on  annual  average  net  change  in  population  through  migration  per  100 

persons  in  the  average  April  farm  population  for  the  period  indicated. 
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has  declined  substantially .   Between  1960 
and  1905,  the  net  outflow  from  farms   aver- 
aged 794,000  persons  annually.   The  1965-70 
annual  average   w.is  594,000  --   a  decline 
.of  200,000  persons,   or   25  percent;-   from 
the  first  half  of  the  decade.   This  decrease 
in  the  net  average  number  of  persons  leaving 
farms  reflects   the   steadily  diminishing 
size  of  the  farm  population  from  which  such 
migrants  are  drawn. 

Definitions. — The  estimates  presented 
in  this  report  relate  to  the  rural  civilian 
population  living  on  farms,  regardless   of 
occupation.   According   to  the   definition 
adopted  for  the  1960  Census  'of   Population, 
farm  population  consists  of  persons  residing 
on  places  of  10  acres  or  more  from   which 
at  least  $50  worth  of  farm   products   were 
sold  in  the  preceding   year,   and  on  places 
of  less  than  10  acres  from   which  at    least 
$250  worth  of  products  were  sold.   Persons 
living  on  what  might  be  considered"  farm- 
land are  classed  as  nonfarm  if   they   cash 
rent  a  house  and   yard   only.   Likewise, 
persons  in  institutions,  summer  camps, 
motels,  and  tourist  camps  located   in   the 
open  country  are  also  classed  as  nonfarm. 
Unmarried  persons  attending  college   away 
from  home,  and   whose  usual  place  of  resi- 
dence is  a  farm,  are  treated  as   farm  resi- 


dents in  the  surveys.   In   the  decennial 
census,  such  persons  are  counted  as  resi- 
dents  of   the   communities   in  which  they 
live  while  attending  college. 

Sources  and  limitations. — Annual 
estimates  of  the   number   of  people  living 
on  farms   in   the  United   States    are 
obtained  from   the   Current   Population 
Survey   of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.   These 
estimates  are  subject  to  sampling   vari- 
ability.  The  chances  are  about  68  out  of 
100  that   an  estimate  of   the  total   1970 
farm  population   from   the   sample  would 
differ  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than 
151,000.   The  chances  are  about  95  out  of 
100  that  the  difference  would  be   no  more 
than  302,000  and  about  99  out  of  100  that 
it  would  be  no  more  than  390,000. 

Data  on  the  components  of  U.S.  farm 
population  change  were  estimated  by  the 
Economic  Research  Service. 

Future  geographic  subdivision  data. — 
estimates  of  farm  population  and  components 
of  change   for   geographic   areas   of  the 
United  States   will   be   resumed   after 
farm  population  figures  become  available 
from  the  1970  Census  of  Population. 
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